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4th September 2023

It has been wonderful to see Years 1 to 6 back in school today – everything is calm and everyone looks happy! We look forward to welcoming Nursery and Reception on 11th September. We have had a successful staff training day on the 1st September and welcomed back Mrs Parker from maternity leave and our new staff members:
Mr Dobson in Year 5

Miss Tyrrell in Year 4

Mr Smith in Year 3
We hope you will join us in making them feel welcome. Particularly as we have new staff, I have asked all teachers to request passwords when you collect your child for the first week or so whilst they get to know you. If you are unsure of your password, please do confirm with the school office ASAP - thanks. Year 5 and 6 pupils will be allowed to walk home alone if permission has been given for this.

Do remind your children that next week will be 'Ready to Learn' week (as we did last year) so they have something positive to look forward to. This gives pupils an opportunity to settle in, get to know their teacher and have fun with the friends (whilst learning in an active and fun way). We hope that the lovely activities teachers have planned will make everyone feel positive about coming back to school, help set their enthusiasm for learning, make positive relationships and secure the best behaviour for the year ahead. Just a few examples of what is planned are:


Year 1: Parachute games

Year 2: Painting and self portraits

Years 3 and 4: Pizza making and team building games

Years 5 and 6: Collaborative neurographic art (I had to look that one up too!) and physical problem solving

The whole school curriculum is available on the 'Whole School Curriculum Map' on the school website.

Teachers are on the case with booking a rich diet of school trips for the academic year (and will confirm these with you ASAP) which should reflect (as much as is possible) the final column of the 'Whole School Curriculum Map'.
We were delighted with the fantastic outcomes at Year 6 SATs for last year's pupils and remain focussed on ensuring that all our pupils have the best possible opportunities to achieve. This year we are putting an even greater emphasis on effective communication. We will be encouraging children to 'say it again better' and supporting their vocabulary acquisition with new and challenging words presented in class. We are also introducing class gestures (from year 1 up) to support debate and discussion - these will be introduced by the teacher but copied below for your information:
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Pupils will be supported with talk frames (where appropriate):

[image: image2.png]| agree with ... because ...

| disagree with .... because

| understand ...’s point but | think ...
That makes sense because ...

The word ... tells me ...

| think that ... because ...

This makes me think of ... because




All teachers have new visualizers to help them model to pupils to deepen their learning.

We also have wonderful new bathroom facilities for Early Years, Year 1 and Year 2
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| agree with that point

| would like to challenge that point

| would like to build on that point
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And an amazing new school hall floor.
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A massive thanks is due to both the office and site time going above and beyond to keeping things going over the break!

Finally, on a more sombre note, we are aware that families continue to struggle through the economic crisis and that some people are worried about the months ahead. Please do not be embarrassed to get in touch if this is you: we really can help with many things and signpost you to the right place if we cannot. Miss Starr cstarr@thehillsacademy.co.uk can refer you to the Foodbank and we may be able to help with uniform, managing the cost of school trips and many other challenges. You can also email me directly headteacher@thehillsacademy.co.uk.
Such queries will be treated with the utmost confidentiality.

Remember that you do not need to send your child in branded uniform and cheaper supermarket/high street options in the correct colours are perfectly acceptable.

Thank you for your continued support of the school and we look forward to working in partnership with you in the coming months.

Best wishes

Moya Whitehead
Head Teacher
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Achieving Excellence Together
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